Robbery on railsrevealed

Gary Miller of Rifle shows how his father, the latéestern artist Jack Roberts, might have askeddehto act as
the artist depicted a gunman taking control obintfrom its crew, in the painting at right, in Relnute in 1904.
Roberts completed three paintings of the robbehjclvwere commissioned by a Battlement Mesa cowple later
moved away and donated the artwork to Grand Véllisyorical Society. The work can now be seen aa&taute
Town Hall. The train robbers were after a safe aimiig gold, but they had the wrong train.
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PARACHUTE — The details of a failed train robbe@7lyears ago in Parachute so captivated the lakeRlaberts
that it took the artist three oil paintings rathgan one to adequately convey it.

Those depictions — which had remained under wrajpgh like the answers to some of the mysteriesabrttinue
to surround the crime — are now available for publewing at the Parachute Town Hall.

“This is just a perfect site for us. These pairgihgve been in storage, have been wrapped up fgga8,” said
Judith Hayward, the town’s mayor pro tem and alssipdent of the Grand Valley Historical Society.

The story of Roberts’ renderings is becoming itsi@pilogue to the story of the robbery itself, whaccurred in
the early hours of June 7, 1904. An armed man camdeered a westbound Denver & Rio Grande train in
Parachute and forced it to a stop a few miles ¢ontbst, where two accomplices waited at a bonfire.

They dynamited a safe on board, thinking it corgdifi150,000 in gold, but it turned out the treaa@ been on an
earlier train.

Two never found

They then fled by boat across the Colorado Riverrade off on three horses. A posse caught upthéh later in
the East Divide Creek area near Silt, where orte@fobbers took his own life with his gun afteimgewounded in
a shootout.

The two others escaped, their identities nevemdis@ed. Meanwhile, debate ensued over whetherehd than was
Harvey Logan, also known as Kid Curry, who had bg&m of Butch Cassidy’s gang.

“It's all part of the mystery of our history,” Hayaxd said.

Roberts, an accomplished painter of Western soghedived his later years in Redstone, completadbitrayals
of the robbery in 1996. Battlement Mesa residergsiand Jeanette Truog initially were interestetlaving him
do one painting, but commissioned him to do threemRoberts said three were needed to do the $iitice.



Interestingly, Roberts at first didn’t want to ptihe robbery at all. But he was persuaded pdrtigugh the urging
of Hayward'’s late husband, Lee, who as a locabliest helped Roberts learn more about the robbery.

When the Truogs moved out of state about a deagaietfzey kindly donated the paintings — appraiselde worth
$25,000 in total — to the historical society. Bustored them because it had no place to dispkmytiiayward said
when she helped pull them out and hang them eghniemonth for an initial open house, she gott‘lslls, just
goose bumps, because they're spectacular.”

Said Roberts’ son, Gary Miller of Rifle, “Each pa@ing has a narrative, which, really and truly, théhe story right
there.”

M ode of escape

The first depicts the first robber taking over tran, and the third shows the three riding theirskes off into the
night. But Miller seems particularly struck by tbecond, which depicts the unusual circumstanceawf tobbers
escaping by boat, something perhaps not partigulall known about the incident.

With the paintings being presented in public, ‘§tjthink you're going to start to see more awarsméshe robbery
and how it took place,” Miller said.

Roberts died in 2000, a few years after the deftlee Hayward, who had become his good friend thaokhe
long-ago actions of three mysterious outlaws whibed the wrong train.




