The Battlement Mesa Service Association
What's all of this Incorporation talk?

By Keith Lammey, President, Battlement Mesa ServicAssociation

If you live in Battlement Mesa and you've lived Bamore than a week or so, you know that we arex@tly a
formal town or a city. In short, we are not incorted. Instead, we are an HOA.

Over the many years that Battlement Mesa has existsidents, visitors and others have asked whi is
Battlement Mesa a town rather than “just a Homeow/essociation?” The easy answer to that quessiofwell,
just because.” The truth is there are both adgastand disadvantages to being incorporated wsg lzgi HOA. |
am not an expert on the subject but | know enolmgiutit to know that it is a very complex issue.

In order to understand the pros and cons of incatjpm, an incorporation study is being conducted.

Long time residents may remember that an Incorfmradteasibility Study was completed in March 19%everal
local residents including Bill Wilde and even therrent Battlement Mesa Metro District and BMSA Asision
Manager, Steve Rippy (he was the Garfield Countyeasor back then) contributed to this approximadéiity
page study.

Officially the study concluded that, “The Incorptiom Feasibility Study Committee sees no servicetifjcation
and no desirable financial reasons to pursue imecatjpn of a City of Battlement Mesa at this tinbef suggests
that population and potential tax base volumes laitored to evaluate when a favorable financialsifeiity
determination can be achieved.”

This two year study concluded that it didn't makemomic sense to incorporate, so Battlement Mesabiatinued
as an HOA community in unincorporated Garfield Ggun

So who'’s behind this effort? Some members of mmrounity have frequently suggested that “if we weneal
city then (insert your favorite thing that you hateout being governed by an HOA).” Other membées,me, just
think that after fifteen years it is time to takeother look at incorporation.

And then there is the County. Why the county®s Bimple, really. Battlement Mesa is a very lafigancial drain
on Garfield County. We’'re sort of like their thitffive year old son that is still living at homedanot contributing
to the household expenses.

An example of the financial impact that Battlemdfdsa has on the county are our streets. BattleParkway,
Stone Quarry Road, Spencer, Sipprelle and all efstieets in the Tamarisk Village, Tamarisk Meadowsglow
Creek, Monument Creek, Battlement Creek and ThesiResare county roads. The county is responsibie f
maintaining them and for plowing them. If we wereity, the city of Battlement Mesa would have taimtain the
roads.

Several months back a few of us approached thetgaout “helping” fund another incorporation studyluch to
my surprise, the county has agreed to not only hetgo bear the entire cost of the present stuithe new study is
being done by Winston Associates/BBC Research &sGiting and is underway and should be completea few
months.



It is far too early to know what the study will @dnde. Some residents are convinced that the stillghow that
nothing has really changed and it doesn’'t make @won sense to incorporate. They may well be corrénd,

even if the study shows that it is economicallysfbe to incorporate, there are many other fadtoas would have
to be considered before moving forward to becoraimgncorporated community.

There is little doubt in my mind that if we didndare what it cost and if we had the political wile could
incorporate, but | am equally convinced that thelgtwill show that, like it or not, our HOA styld government is

far more affordable than the alternative.

(Originally published in the Grand Valley Echo).



